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P. Dawn Baker-Miller is a judicial hearing officer at the New York City Office of Administrative Trials and Hearings. She is also of counsel at the law firm of Clark Gagliardi & Miller. Prior to joining the firm, she was a Senior Counsel at the New York City Office of the Corporation Counsel, where she served in the General Litigation Division, the Labor and Employment Division, and the Special Litigation Unit. Her background includes general pretrial litigation experience as well as trial and appellate experience in both federal and state courts.  Dawn is a member of the Federal Bar Council, the New York State Bar Association Committee on Lawyers in Transition, and the New York City Bar Association, where she served on the Litigation Committee from 2000 through 2009. She is admitted to practice in the Southern and Eastern Districts, the Second Circuit, and the Supreme Court of the United States.  Ms. Miller is a graduate of the University of South Carolina School of Law, where she was Associate Editor-in-Chief of the Law Review.

Honorable Helen E. Freedman (Ret.) is currently a neutral with JAMS.  She was an Associate Justice of the Appellate Division of the New York State Supreme Court, First Department, from 2008 to 2014 and served as a Justice of the Supreme Court from 1984 to 2008. She served on the Appellate Term of the Supreme Court from 1995-99 and in the Commercial Division of the New York County Supreme Court, for eight years.
Justice Freedman was the Presiding Judge of the Litigation Coordinating Panel for multi-district litigation in New York State from 2002 until 2014.   She has been a member of the Pattern Jury Instructions Committee of the Association of Justices of the Supreme Court of the State of New York since 1994 and is a member of the Advisory Council of the New York State and Federal Judicial Council. She is also a Trustee of the Historical Society of New York Courts.  She is the author of New York Objections, a book on trial practice and the making of objections, and of a chapter in the treatise Commercial Litigation in New York State Courts. She is a graduate of Smith College and of the New York University School of Law.

 	Henry A. Freedman retired in 2014 after serving as Executive Director of the National Center for Law and Economic Justice since 1971.  Before becoming Executive Director, he had been in private practice in New York City and taught at Catholic University Law School in Washington, DC.  He has also taught at Columbia and New York University Law Schools, and Columbia and Fordham Schools of Social Work.  He has chaired the Committee on Legal Assistance of the Association of the Bar of the City of New York, and was the only "welfare recipient advocate" on HEW Secretary Califano's 32-member group formed to study welfare reform alternatives in 1977.  He successfully argued Califano v. Westcott before the United States Supreme Court in 1979.  Mr. Freedman has received the National Legal Aid and Defender Association's Reginald Heber Smith Award for Dedicated Service (1981), the New York State Bar Association's Public Interest Law Award (1998), the William Nelson Cromwell Medal of the New York County Lawyers' Association (2001), and an honorary Doctor of Laws degree from Amherst College in 2008.  He is a graduate of Amherst College and Yale Law School.

	Peter Guirguis is a partner at Mintz & Gold LLP, where he advises clients in a wide range of disputes and investigations involving commercial contracts, complex financial instruments, mergers and acquisitions, financial reporting, corporate control and governance, data use and privacy, executive compensation and employment, bankruptcy, real estate construction and financing.  He also advises individuals and entities in a wide variety of investigatory, regulatory and enforcement matters.  He represents diverse clients, from individuals to major financial institutions, insurers, manufacturers and retailers, and numerous software and technology companies.   Before joining Mintz & Gold, Peter practiced at large firms including Norton Rose Fulbright, Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld, and Dechert. He also clerked for the Honorable Judge Kevin T. Duffy in the United States District Court for the Southern District of New York.  He has been a member of the Inn since its founding year, and a member of the historical team since the musical team finally accepted that he cannot sing.

	Bruce N. Lederman has more than 35 years of complex commercial, real estate, and intellectual property litigation experience.  He presently practices as a solo practitioner, and is also Counsel to London House Chambers, a Guyana-based law firm.  An AV preeminent rated attorney, Bruce was a founding partner of Fischbein Badillo Wagner Harding.  For more than 15 years, Bruce headed that firm’s litigation department.  Bruce has tried numerous civil matters in both bench and jury trials, and has handled appeals in the State and Federal Courts.  He has appeared as trial counsel to other attorneys, and has often worked with local counsel throughout the United States.  Bruce earned his BA from Colgate University in 1975 and his JD from the Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law in 1979.

	Russell L. Lippman is Vice President, Associate General Counsel at AIG Investments, an American International Group, Inc. (“AIG”) affiliate responsible for managing the assets of various AIG businesses.  Russell has exposure to a wide variety of complex investments and financial services litigation matters as part of a New York-based team.  Specific examples include shareholder actions against AIG arising out of public disclosures during the 2007-08 financial crisis; the lawsuit initiated by Starr International Company against the United States Treasury and Federal Reserve Bank of New York alleging an illegal exaction of shareholder equity; and AIG’s RMBS disputes with certain counterparties.  Prior to joining AIG in 2011, Russell worked as a litigator at Ropes & Gray LLP from 2008-2011 and Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP from 2003-2008, where he specialized in securities litigation, complex commercial disputes and white collar defense.  Russell has served as a law clerk to Hon. José A. Cabranes of the United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit and Hon. Michael B. Mukasey of the United States District Court for the Southern District of New York.  Russell graduated from Harvard Law School in 2001, and from Yale University in 1998.

Ira Brad Matetsky is a partner at Ganfer & Shore, LLP in Manhattan, where he concentrates his practice in litigation and arbitration matters, including corporate, commercial, securities, and trust-and-estates litigation and appeals.  Mr. Matetsky is a 1984 graduate of Princeton University and a 1987 graduate of the Fordham University School of Law, where he received awards in Contracts and Constitutional Law and served on the Fordham Law Review.  Prior to joining Ganfer & Shore, Mr. Matetsky served as a litigation attorney at Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP as well as five years as in-house counsel at Goya Foods, Inc.  He has authored several published articles in legal periodicals on historical and other topics, was co-editor of The Green Bag Almanac and Reader (an annual collection of the year’s best legal writing) for 2012, 2015, and 2016, and is editor-in-chief of The Journal of In-Chambers Practice (formerly the annual supplements to In Chambers Opinions by the Justices of the Supreme Court of the United States).  He is also a New York Super Lawyer and a past recipient of the President’s Pro Bono Service Award from the New York State Bar Association.

Honorable Karla Moskowitz is a Justice of the Appellate Division, First Department, where she has served since January 2008. She received a Bachelor of Arts degree, cum laude, from Alfred University in 1963 and graduated from Columbia Law School in 1966. Justice Moskowitz has served as a judge since 1982. During that time, she served as a trial judge in Supreme Court Civil Branch sitting in a Medical Malpractice Part from 1992 until 2001 and in the Commercial Division from 2001 until her elevation to the Appellate Division. She is a Past President of the New York Women’s Bar Association, the New York State Association of Women Judges and National Association of Women Judges. She is also a Founder and Past President of the Judges and Lawyers Breast Cancer Alert.  She is a Charter Member of the American College of Business Court Judges and sits on the Executive Committee of the Commercial and Federal Litigation Section of the New York State Bar Association. Among Justice Moskowitz’s honors are an Honorary Degree of Doctor of Laws, from Alfred University in 2008; Induction in Phi Beta Kappa in 2006; the Abigail Allen award from Alfred University in 2004; the Edith I. Spivack Award of the Women’s Rights Committee of the New York County Lawyers Association in 2003; the Founder's Award of the Women's Bar Association of the State of New York in 1999, and the Women of Valor Award of the Women's Medical Association of New York City in 1995.

Jesse Oppenheim is an associate at Epstein Becker and Green, where he specializes in Employment Litigation. A graduate of Brooklyn Law School and Kenyon College, this is his first year with the New York American Inn of Court and on the Historical Team.  He is a massive history enthusiast and has strong feelings about Aaron Burr.  Feel free to ask him.  

Mark S. Pincus is the founder and Managing Member of Pincus Law LLC, where his practice focuses on business litigation, employment litigation, and employment negotiations for growing companies, entrepreneurs, and executives.  Active in the legal community, Mr. Pincus currently serves as Membership Chair of the New York American Inn of Court, and is active in the Federal Bar Council’s Membership, Public Service, and Employment Litigation committees.  Mr. Pincus also provides federal procedural advice to pro se plaintiffs through the Eastern District of New York’s FedPro clinic.  A graduate of Cornell University and the Fordham University School of Law, where he served as Notes & Articles Editor of the Fordham Law Review, Mr. Pincus previously practiced at Cahill Gordon & Reindel LLP and Edward V. Sapone, LLC.  Mr. Pincus was selected as a Rising Star in the New York Metro Edition of Super Lawyers from 2014 to 2016 for Business Litigation and Employment Litigation.  This is Mark’s eighth year on the historical trial team, which he joined in his first year out of law school.

Jay G. Safer is a partner at Wollmuth Maher & Deutsche LLP in New York City and has experience handling complex litigation and arbitration in the United States and abroad.  Jay represents clients in matters concerning contracts, antitrust, securities, RICO, qui tam, international litigation and arbitration, including application of the New York Convention and enforcement of foreign judgments and arbitration awards, insurance, construction, real estate, employment, media, product liability, health care, professional ethics, financial, constitutional and regulatory issues.  He also counsels clients on commercial matters, including protection and preventive measures, creation of risk litigation plans, e-signature, e-discovery and e-readiness, and pre-litigation analysis. Jay has handled numerous cases involving these subjects. Jay was appointed to the New York State Federal Judicial Council and Advisory Group.  Jay was appointed by the Chief Judge of New York State to the Advisory Council on the New York State Commercial Division. He is a Bar leader of numerous Bar Association Sections and Committees including as past chair of the NYSBA Commercial and Federal Litigation Section and presently co-chair of its Federal Judiciary Committee and presently a Vice Chair of the NYSBA International Section and co-chair of its International Litigation Committee,  He has made numerous presentation on U.S. and international arbitration and litigation subjects. Jay is an Adjunct Professor of law at Fordham Law School of law teaching management of U.S. litigation for the international lawyer. He was selected as a Fellow in the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators and was named by the AAA to its roster of neutrals for commercial arbitration.

Edward G. Sponzilli, a member of Norris McLauglin & Marcus, P.A., is a New Jersey Supreme Court Certified Civil Trial Attorney with 38 years’ experience in complex corporate and commercial litigation and education matters, as well as employment litigation relating to restrictive covenant, wrongful termination, CEPA, employment discrimination and sexual harassment.  Ed is a Fellow of the American Bar Association and is a 2008 recipient of the Professionalism Award. In 1999 he was awarded the New Jersey Supreme Court’s Fund for Client Protection’s “Client Protection” Award for his outstanding service on behalf of the public and the Bar of New Jersey in his role as Chancery Court-appointed Receiver in the case of Montano v. Cohen & Cohen.  Ed is a past president of the C. Willard Heckel Inn of Court and the Rutgers—Newark Law School Alumni Association. He is Trustee of the Trial Attorneys of New Jersey. He has been on the faculty of the National Institute for Trial Advocacy for over fifteen years and, for the past seven years, has been one of only two non-government faculty members in the New Jersey Attorney General’s Trial Advocacy Institute. Ed is currently also a master of the Lifland (federal practice) American Inn of Court. He has served as a federal arbitrator and state court certified mediator.  Ed was a Judicial Law Clerk for The Honorable James A. Coolahan, U.S. District Court for the District of New Jersey (D.N.J.) from 1975-77. During his two-year clerkship, Judge Coolahan held a temporary assignment to the Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit.  Ed was a 1971 Phi Beta Kappa, magna cum laude graduate of Rutgers College.  He received a masters in American History in 1972 from Columbia and his law degree from Rutgers, Newark in 1975.  Ed has been selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers In America and New Jersey Super Lawyers, as well as Marquis’ Who’s Who In American Law and Who’s Who in America. He is a member of the New Jersey Supreme Court Committee, Bench, Bar and Media, as well as chair of the New Jersey State Bar Association’s Higher Education Section.

Matthew N. Tobias is a litigation associate at Ganfer & Shore, LLP, where he concentrates his practice on commercial litigation. Mr. Tobias received his B.S. from Cornell University in 1996, with a major in communication. While an undergraduate, he also studied geography and economics at University College London in London, England.   Mr. Tobias received his J.D. from Fordham University School of Law in 2000, where he served as a member of the Fordham Law Review and was on the Dean's List.  Prior to joining his current firm, Mr. Tobias was in private practice in trusts and estates and commercial litigation, including contract, real estate, securities, trademark and general commercial disputes.

Christopher Tumulty is an associate at Tarter Krinsky & Drogin LLP, practicing complex commercial litigation.  He handles litigation and arbitration involving businesses of all types, with a focus on the real estate and construction industries.  Chris is a 2007 graduate, cum laude, of Pace University School of Law where he served as Articles Editor for the Pace International Law Review, and a 2004 graduate of Fordham University, Fordham College at Rose Hill.    

Chryssa Valletta is a counsel at Phillips Nizer LLP and practices in the areas of commercial litigation, real estate litigation, employment litigation and international arbitration.  She is a graduate of the University of Scranton and Columbia Law School, where she served as the director of the Jerome Michael Jury Trials moot court program.  Prior to joining Phillips Nizer, she was a partner in the New York office of a multi-national law firm. She is the co-chair of the International Arbitration and ADR Committee of the New York State Bar Association’s International Section and has been selected as a New York Super Lawyer since 2013.

Honorable Mary Kay Vyskocil was sworn in as a United States Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of New York on April 7, 2016.  Prior to her appointment to the bench, Judge Vyskocil practiced general commercial litigation for almost thirty-three years at Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP, from which she retired as a Senior Litigation Partner in March 2016 to join the bench.
 	At the time of her judicial appointment, Judge Vyskocil had a diverse practice handling complex commercial cases, including major insurance and reinsurance disputes, contract and tort issues, bankruptcy-related issues, securities and antitrust law, both as a trial attorney and an appellate advocate.  During her career in private practice, she tried dozens of cases, argued scores of appeals and handled numerous arbitrations in state and federal courts throughout the United States and in the United Kingdom.
	Judge Vyskocil was ranked as one of the “Top Ten Women Litigators in the United States” by Benchmark Litigation and was consistently recognized as a litigation leader by numerous publications, including first-tier rankings in Chambers, Legal 500, Who’s Who Legal and America’s Leading Business Lawyers. She was selected by Law360 as a top 15 female litigator and recognized at the Law360 2012 MVP Awards. Judge Vyskocil is the co-author of the leading treatise, Modern Reinsurance Law & Practice, 3d ed. (Thompson Reuters 2015). 
	Judge Vyskocil also has a long history of public service, including as a member of the SDNY Merit Selection Panel for Magistrate Judges, the SDNY Pilot Project on Commercial Cases, the New York State Commercial Division Advisory Council, and as a trustee of the Historical Society of the New York Courts.  She has been active in professional associations, including the Federal Bar Council.  Judge Vyskocil previously served as president of the Alumni Association of her alma mater, St. John’s University School of Law and on the boards of St. Joseph’s Seminary, Dominican College, the Judges & Lawyers Breast Cancer Alert (“JALBCA”), Sanctuary for Families, and until she was appointed to the bench, the New York Community Trust.
	Judge Vyskocil was awarded the Pietas Medal by St. John’s University in 2008, the St. Edmund’s Medal of Honor by St. Edmund’s Retreat in 2005, and the President’s Medal from Dominican College in 2002. 
	
Rita Wasserstein Warner is a partner at Warner Partners, P.C., a midtown firm specializing in family law and commercial litigation.  She has been an active matrimonial practitioner for over 30 years and earned her J.D. at New York University School of Law.    Ms. Warner has handled a wide range of high profile cases, including representation of Ilona Staller (“Cicciolina”, the Italian pornography star-turned Member of Parliament) in her much publicized custody fight with artist Jeffrey Koons; Patricia Duff, in her divorce and custody fight with financier Ron Perelman; Betsy McCaughey Ross (former New York State Lieutenant Governor); Liza Minnelli and Princess Yasmin Aga Khan.  Ms. Warner has lectured and moderated Bar Association forums and CLE programs and has lectured for the past six years at the ABA/NYSBA International  Boot Camp on the Hague Convention and “Spotting Legal Issues When People Move Across Borders,” and at the NYSBA Fundamentals of International Practice.  Among other things positions, she is co-Chair of the Matrimonial Committee of the International Section of the New York State Bar Association. a past member of the Board of Directors of the New York County Lawyers’ Association, as well as the NYCLA Foundation, and served a three-year term as Co-Chair of the Matrimonial Law Section of that Association.   She is on the Board of the Women’s Rights Division of the Human Rights Watch and is on the Executive Committee of the New York American Inn of Court.   She is Chair of the Entertainment Committee of the City Bar Association, where she produces a variety of programs, including an annual musical comedy revue.        







